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Greetings all – This “little shout” has grown and grown. But I write it in response to the request: “keep us informed!”  I hope that by listing the contents at the top, and then the calendar – you will feel free to focus on the areas of most interest to you. 

Thanks for your ongoing interest, involvement and support. It is due to all of you that there is so much to report on! 

Peace, Vicki 

CONTENTS
· Calendar
· Welcome Hilary and Linda (new part time staff!)
· Construction update; info for construction and support volunteers
· Lower Cape Meeting program
· Wall Raising Celebration - Falmouth
· WomenBuild 2008 Brewster – Invitation to join in; Training schedule 

· Gomes Way:  March public hearing and other info
· Dream Builders 

· Disaster Relief Team – welcome home
· DVD award

· Kayak Raffle

· Kudos the Kids

· Also Big Thanks – United Way, Community Foundation, St. Barnabas Memorial
· Chapter info

· Contact info
· To join or leave this list; comments welcome

CALENDAR (complete info in new items below) 
· 7:00 p.m. Wed. March 26.  Harwich Zoning Board of Appeals Harwich Town Hall. 2nd  hearing on our 40B comprehensive permit application for Gomes Way
· Sat. March 29. 10:00 a.m. at Lowe’s Kingston, MA – first of a series of six Training Sessions for WomenBuild 2008. 
· Sat. March 29, 3:00 p.m. 88 Sippewissett Rd, Falmouth. Wall Raising celebration 
· Tuesday April 8, 7:00 p.m. Monthly Upper Cape Chapter meeting, Mashpee Senior Center

· Wed. April 9, 6:30 refreshments -7:00 p.m. program. At the Federated Church of Orleans. Quarterly meeting of the Lower Cape Chapter. 
· Thurs. April 17, 7:00 p.m. Northside Methodist Church, Airline Rd, Dennis. Volunteer Kickoff for WomenBuild 2008.  

· Thurs. May 1, Dream Builders Breakfast, Coonamessett Inn, Falmouth. 
E-Shout news

Welcome Hilary and Linda
I am delighted to announce, and to ask you to welcome our two new part time staff. Joining us as Coordinator of Volunteer Programs is Hilary Greene who has lived on Cape Cod for 8 years and most recently was the Resource Development Director at Housing Assistance Corporation in Hyannis. She also is a volunteer for several local organizations such as the Town of Barnstable 4th of July Parade Committee, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cape Cod and the Islands, and several committees at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Barnstable. She also serves on the board of Hyannisport Club and the American Red Cross Cape and Islands Chapter.  Hilary may be contacted Tuesday through Friday at 508 775 3559 x16 or hilary@habitatcapecod.org. Her role is to complement and support the work of our regional volunteer coordinators, as well as to focus on our overall program of volunteer welcome, placement and appreciation. 

Linda Caldwell will be working four afternoons a week as receptionist and administrative assistant. She is handling a wide range of tasks on behalf of staff, from some of the detail work of construction administration to the billing and oversight of major grants. She comes to us with a background in office management with insurance and construction companies, and the very personal knowledge about our local Habitat for Humanity as she is also the mother of Chris Legere – with whom (along with his wife Leah) we built a home (the 7th Habitat home on Cape Cod) back in 1995. 





CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

BREWSTER -- James Burr Rd. We are in motion – painting, installing floors, trim, landscaping … Here are all the numbers you need to sign up for a day (or more) to help.  We are in those final six weeks or so. Woowee! 
Lower Cape individual volunteers: sign up with Martha Moynihan 508 896 5794 or themoyns@verizon.net). 

Churches and civic groups: sign up with Nancy Erskine 508 945 2163 or nancybillersk@comcast.net 

Mid Cape Volunteers: sign up with Marilyn George: 508 362 3420 marilyngeorge@verizon.net) 


Youth United: Bonnie O’Neill 508 833 2827 ply24mp@aol.com  Ages: 16 – 25 generally; 14 + 15 for painting and landscaping. 

WomenBuild (begins May 5) please sign up with Marilyn George: 508 362 3420 marilyngeorge@verizon.net) 

FALMOUTH – Soon we will be working on two sites, Sam Turner Rd and Sippewissett Rd. – but it is all ONE project, so be sure to keep in touch with Babetta to sign up for your days AND to confirm WHERE to report. There will be some days when Mike (site supervisor) will be directing ALL volunteers to report to one site or the other.  We don’t want anyone to experience that lonely “left out” feeling of showing up at an empty site! 

So, sign up for each day you would like to work with volunteer coordinator Babetta Castle Walsh, 508 540 5189, babetta40@comcast.net.  Coordinator Dot Hannon will be back in action sometime after April 2. Dot is 508 295 0582 or dotgerhan@verizon.net. We have houses in all phases from framing to painting, with landscaping coming up soon. So give Babetta a call if you are ready to lend a hand. 
Lower Cape Chapter Quarterly Meeting
Here’s what’s on the program so far for the April 9 Meeting of the Lower Cape Chapter:  "A Habitat ReStore on Cape Cod?"  Find out about this new development and learn more about the WomenBuild ‘08 in Brewster from Kathy Kellogg, Project Mananger.  Also an update on current Habitat activity on Cape Cod.
Location: The Federated Church of Orleans, 162 Main Street, East Orleans.    Refreshments at 6:30 pm. Program at 7:00 pm. 

Welcome: Habitat activists and friends from any part of the Cape are welcome to attend, enjoy the fellowship and learn a little more about what’s in the works locally. 
Hosts for this evening are the Rev. Phil Mitchell and David King. 
Wall Raising Celebration – Falmouth

Wall Raising Ceremony to be held on 88 Sippewissett Road on Saturday, March 29th 3pm. Brief ceremony and light refreshments. Please join us as we raise the walls on our 60th home, being built in partnership with the Cindy and Danny Jimenez family.  Habitat friends, neighbors, and anyone you wish to invite are welcome to join us as we mark this happy occasion. 
WomenBuild 2008
Women Build Volunteer Kick-Off  will  be held on Thursday, April 17th at 7pm at the Northside Methodist Church on Airline Rd. in Dennis. This is a great opportunity to hear about our third WomenBuild, to meet the project leadership team and the partner family we are building with, and to sign up for volunteer opportunities. Construction begins May 5th. The WomenBuild house is the 4th and final house to be built on James Burr Rd., in Brewster. 


WomenBuild Training Opportunities. 

Free Women Build Construction Training Sessions – all on Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.  at Lowe’s, Kingston, MA. For more information and to reserve a spot, please contact Marilyn George @ 508-362-3420 – also to sign up as a WomenBuild Volunteer.  


Power Tool Use & Safety …  March 29th 
Framing Walls and Roofs …. April 5th 
Installing Exterior Siding and Shingles …. April 12th 
How to Install Drywall and Insulation …  April 19th 


Finish Interior Paint & Trim ….    Sat., April 26th 

GOMES WAY, HARWICH 

Our next hearing for the variances required to make our 13 affordable home neighborhood in Harwich possible is on March 26, 7 p.m. at Harwich Town  Hall before the Zoning Board of Appeals.  It’s great to have supporters in attendance. Please be ready for the question from the Board: “Would anyone in support of this project like to speak?” It is great to have Harwich supporters just say a word or two about how much these homes are needed. Or what a great job you know we will do … whatever you know about Habitat’s work or have in your heart about the importance of meeting the needs of local families who are without adequate affordable housing.  After that questions the Board asks:  “would anyone opposed to his project like to speak?”  It is good to have it known that the project DOES have supporters in the room!   

This new neighborhood will offer homes ranging in size from 1 bedroom to four bedroom. Similar to Danvers Way (2004/05) we will create home ownership opportunities for low income families in the community at two different economic “tiers. ”  As we well know, the gap between wages and housing costs in this area is so huge that there are many who are just above Habitat’s income range, but who are still in desperate need of a permanent home. 

Eight homes will be true “Habitat for Humanity homes – built with volunteer labor, sweat equity, community donations and sold to families with a serious need for a decent affordable home, financed in full at the time of purchase with Habitat’s no-interest mortgage (which the purchasers – Habitat Partner Families - then pay back to us over a period of 20 – 27 years).  

We will contract out five homes to be marketed to families at or below 80% ofmedian income (our local Habitat serves families up to 65% of median with our program). In our presentation we will refer to these as “conventional affordable homes” – because they are marketed like other (non-Habitat) affordable homes, and do not use our volunteer resources or private donations or sweat equity or our no-interest mortgage.  


Community Support for this neighborhood: We are completely thrilled at the support for this initiative from the local church community. Church of the Holy Spirit in Orleans is sponsoring one Habitat home.  The eight churches of the Harwich Clergy Association has come together for an “Apostle’s Build” sponsorship of a 2nd Gomes Way Habitat home, and various churches in the Lower Cape area, together have adopted the $50,000 sponsorship goal for a third Gomes Way Habitat home so we also have a Lower Cape Church Apostles Build in formation. 


Approximately one month after ZBA approval we will meet with each church group (or group of churches) to confirm with them WHICH house is their sponsored house, and discuss and confirm the projected start date. 


Based upon a spring approval by the ZBA, we look to the fall of 2008 for a crew leader training house, and the capping of the foundations of all the Habitat homes (a short period of volunteer construction, and time for our traditional “capping celebration.” Volunteer construction would then resume in earnest in the spring of 2009 and go right through the year – staggering the start of each home to allow for great quality supervision through each phase of each home. 


Naturally, through the summer and fall of 2008  many of us will be very busy with planning, family selection, fundraising and other outreach and organizing (aside from putting in a road, clearing the site, pouring foundations, etc!) 
Dream Builders Breakfast
 May 1st 8:30-9:30 am at The Coonamessett  Inn, Falmouth. This is a free event in which attendees will be served a lovely breakfast and gain greater insights into our mission, efforts and needs. This annual fundraising initiative is being sponsored by Shepley Wood Products and Marvin Windows. For more information, please contact Special Events Coordinator Bev Roy at: 508-430-7966

Disaster Relief Team 
…. is back. Kudos to trip coordinator Fred Yarger and the entire team that ventured back to Biloxi, MS last week to rehab and rebuild homes in the Gulf region. We will be dedicating space in our next newsletter that will highlight their efforts. 

DVD Award
We just received news that our most recent DVD highlighting our affiliate’s mission and highlighting our efforts and needs was chosen from over 14,000 entries to receive a Telly Award. Thanks go out to Jon Goward of ISEEU Productions and Steve Lipman of Cape Cod E-com for the countless hours and contributions they made to chronicle and tell our story so well. The DVD is one of the highlights of DreamBuilder Breakfast on May 1. As attendees will see – it really tells our story through voices and visuals. 
Kayak Raffle 

Once again we will be selling raffle tickets for one of Pat Taylor and Bill Witmer’s beautifully handcrafted kayaks. This is a terrific fundraiser that gives us a chance to be visible in a number of towns as we make the rounds at various craft fairs and festivals across the Cape throughout the summer and early fall. If you wish to volunteer to help in this venture by volunteering for a 3-4 hour time slot in the Upper or Lower Cape – please contact Dot Hannon or Nancy Erskine respectively. Volunteers from the midCape or volunteers who are willing to travel outside of their region to help out – please contact Hilary here at the office. (Contact info for all at the bottom of this sheet) 
Kudos the Kids!

On my way to the office to write this on Saturday, I stopped by our James Burr Rd, Brewster site to meet up with our Youth United volunteer coordinator.  Bonnie was in great cheer to be able to tell me that we had groups from D-Y High School, Nauset and Cape Cod Tech, working together on the YU house, and some assigned to one of the other homes. It is fantastic to see young people come with such enthusiasm to serve their community, and then ASK to come again and again. We are thankful for the students who have truly embraced this mission and become dynamite organizers within their own schools and clubs. Additionally we are blessed with some very special teachers and adult advisers who have done a super job in communicating with us, and their students, to create this great opportunity and pathway for young people to serve. 

And – responding to an invitation from Habitat International Youth Programs we are very excited that five local students (from Nauset High and  Cape Cod Tech) will be spending a week in April (13 – 19) on a Habitat International Youth Programs build at Sea Island, South Carolina. 

The Falmouth Build has also benefited from students including groups from the Falmouth High Honor Society, and Bourne High School and others. 

Big Thanks, also
We endeavor to recognize all our foundations and other grantors in our newsletter and annual report, as it would be impossible do so here in this “shout.” But for this month I WOULD like to mention how important it is for us to receive the support of two local multi-donor organizations – The Cape and Islands United Way, and the Cape Cod Foundation. With both of these organizations, aside from significant grant and donor support of our programs, they have offered us wise counsel on many occasions, and referrals to other great resources.  We deeply appreciate the many donors and leaders who contribute to our community through these organizations. 
Another major donation was recently received by St Barnabas Memorial Church in Falmouth. The church donated $25,000 through one of their special funds, to support the homes we are building in Falmouth. This donation couldn’t have come at a better time, as site supervisor Mike Williams had urged us (and we agreed) to accelerate the start of the second two homes (of four) at Sam Turner to take advantage of our great volunteer turnout, and keep the building going while contractors (electric, plumbing, heat, plastering) were at work in the first two homes.  So, we are in a period a major bills for lumber and other materials. 

An additional important gift by St. Barnabas, through their curate, Kate Stebinger, are the devotions on site each and every Tuesday. This is an offering appreciated by all who come together in fellowship to volunteer.  


 

CHAPTER MEETING INFORMATION
Upper Cape: will continue to meet at its regular time monthly at the Senior Center on Frank Hicks Rd. off of Rt. 151.  1st Tuesday each month, 7 p.m.

Chapter Chair: Bob Leary   Secretary: Penny Venet 
Volunteer Coordinator Babettta Castle Walsh, 508 540 5189, babetta40@comcast.net and Dot Hannon will be returning in early April 508 295 0582 dotgerhan@verizon.net 
Lower Cape has set their next quarterly chapter meeting for Wednesday, APRIL 9 at 7 p.m. at the Federated Church in Orleans.  Meeting program is described above.  

Chapter Liaison: Irene Van Duyn 508 945 2958

Chapter Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Erskine (508) 945-2163

Nancybillerk@comcast.net Nancy is also coordinating churches and other groups participating in the current Brewster build. Martha Moynihan 508 806 5794 or  themoyns@comcast.net  is the contact person for individuals who wish to volunteer to help build in Brewster. 

MidCape has suspended chapter meetings. Habitat friends in mid Cape towns are more than welcome at Upper or Lower Cape meetings.  
Chapter Chair: Marilyn Nouri (508) 385-8568



Volunteer Coordinator: Marilyn George (508) 362-3420. Brewster builds. 

Affiliate Office Contact info:


Website: www.habitatcapecod.org

email office@habitatcapecod.org
Office phone: 508 775 3559. Construction updates– x2, bad weather hotline - x3; Anne Corrieri x10, Vicki Goldsmith. Executive Director x15; Sue Daggett, Director of Resource Development and Communications x14; Hilary Greene, Coordinator of Volunteer Programs X16, Pat Taylor, Director of Construction X17;   Linda Caldwell X12, 657 Route 28, W. Yarmouth, MA 02673
TO JOIN OR LEAVE THIS LIST: If you are reading a print copy of this update and would like to join, please email vg@habitatcapecod.org, subject: monthly update, and in the text provide your name and email address.   

To be removed from this list, please use the google instruction (link) at the very bottom – your email will be removed automatically. 


I welcome comments, suggestions and questions related to the content of each monthly update. Feel free to email me directly at my “vg” addy listed above.  

